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Digboi, Assam 

Oil Valley School organized a programme on the 
school campus on the 14

th
 of March, 2009. 

The theme of the programme was “Awakening 
People About the Benefits of Organic Manure 
Over Toxic Chemical Fertilizers”. 
  

Two of the Adarsh Seuj Prakalpa staff joined the 
programme, along with Mrs. Peggy Carswell from 
the Canadian NGO “Fertile Ground” who helped 
establish the Adarsh Seuj Prakalpa project.     
 

The staff practically demonstrated how to make a 
compost pile, explained how partially-decomposed 
compost can be used to make vermicompost, and 
described the important benefits of these kinds of 
organic manure. 
  

The programme was supported by Oil Valley 
School, the Rotary Club of Digboi, the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, and the Assam Science 
Society. 

Adarsh Seuj Prakalpa is a demonstration garden and resource centre which promotes sustainable 
and eco-friendly agricultural practices.  We provide training in our classroom at the site in Digboi,   

and upon request make visits to nearby towns and villages. 
 

Visitors to the garden can learn about how to produce compost, vermicompost and other low-cost 
materials for improving the soil and controlling insect pests.  We rely on organic and traditional     

techniques, and use no chemical fertilizers or pesticides. 
 

The project is a joint initiative of Fertile Ground, the Rotary Club of Digboi                                              
and Indian Oil Corporation (Assam Oil Division).  

Everyone is Welcome ! 
 

Address:   Pengaree Road, near the Muliabari Post Office, in Digboi, Assam    
Phone:  03751 269880       fertilegroundpompy@yahoo.co.in         www.fertile-ground.org 

This year Adarsh Seuj Prakalpa was successful in growing six different 
tomato varieties, including several types grown on Canada’s west coast. 
 

These beautiful, organically-grown tomatoes attracted a lot of attention 
from  visitors to the garden.  Whoever tried them said that their colour and     
flavour are many times better than most tomatoes available in the market. 
 

Pompy Ghosh, project coordinator, says that vegetables grown in a natural 
way and in healthy soil have a real taste which isn’t found in commercially-
grown products.   



On February 4
th
 a farmers    

training programme was        
organized by NABARD and   
SS BOTANICALS, Jorhat. 
 

The training was held in    
Norahiloidhari village. 
 

Adarsh Seuj Prakalpa staff    
attended the training to give 
farmers information about      
Organic Agriculture.   

Sister Shilpa of Carmel School Digboi came to visit our garden on 
5th March, 2009.  
 

She wrote:  “I’m happy to see the work done here to enhance 
the nature, the care taken and advice given at free of cost.   
Thanks to the organization.” 

Helping Farmers Shift from 
Conventional to Organic Agriculture 

A few words from our Visitor’s Register…. 
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Gardeners’ Experiment  
Gardeners Iqbal Hussain and Babu Tanti 
say, “For controlling the Red Ant damage 
in our brinjal plants we made a trap using   
jaggery and flour mixture in an earthen 
pot.  The pot was placed in the brinjal 
bed, iust below the surface of the soil 
and covered with a thin layer of soil.  But 
no ants were attracted by this bait.  

The next day we bought a piece of fish 
from the market and used it in the trap 
instead.  Within 12 hours all the ants 
came to the earthen pot and started eat-
ing the fish.  

Then we took out the vessel carefully 
and poured boiling water in it to kill the 
ants. Thus, we saved our brinjal plants”. 

Did you 
know? 
 

A type of wasp lays 
eggs on the larvae of 
cabbage caterpillar.  
 
When the egg hatches 
they start feeding on 
the caterpillar and the 
caterpillar 
falls sick 
and dies.  
 
 
To learn  more about 
this and other 
interesting insects, 
or to arrange for a 
tour or training, 
please contact us.  
We’d be happy to 
hear from you! 
 

 

We presented a slide show on the harmfulness of pesticide, how to control 
insect pests and how to increase soil fertility. 
 

Now the farmers in this village are making ordinary compost as well as vermi-
compost to make their soil rich in organic matter. They are also making liquid 
growth promoters, different botanical formulas using locally available plant 
materials such as ghora neem, tita bahek, cow urine, etc. 

It is our pleasure to 
let you know that 
again this year, a 
PRE-BIHU MELA will 
be held at Adarsh 
Seuj Prakalpa on 4th 
and 5th April. 
 

The event is being 
organized by Rotary 
Club of Digboi.  
 

Interested SHG’s are 
requested to make a 
call to reserve a table 
for these two days. 
 

03751 
269880 

COMING EVENTS! 

 


