Garden project in Assam reaps hounty of benefits

Opportunity for
staff members

to work regardless
of their caste

or gender

It's not just the vegetables and
flowers that are growing well at
Addarsh Seuj Prakalpa. 15 the peaple
who work there, too!

Thie twa acre demonaralion gar-
den was initiated by Fertibe Ground,
a Comox Valley organization that has
pravided sducational and fechnical
suppor te farmers and small-scale
iea growers in northeast Indis since
2003,

Since i began, Adarsh Seu|
Prakalpa has weleomed hundreds of
peopbe (rom across the state, and the
cenire’s guest book displays names
and ___.n:“__ﬁ_ wishes of vizitors [fom as
far away as the .5, Germany.
Wigeria and Aunsiralia,

Farmers, agriculiural exbension
warkers, students, and sell-help
group members have panicipated in
training on compost-making. natural
peest control and seed saving, and
plenty of healthy, organic fruils and
...n..wa_.wv._ua are being harvested (rom
what had formerly been a vacant
with heavy clay sofl, litered with
garbage anid bullding debris

The founder of Fertibe Ground,
Peggy Carswell, works in Assam for
several months each year.

From her home in Merville, she's
in regular contact with the project
coordinator, Pompy Ghosh, by phone
and =il - reviewing work-
plams and financial repors. creating
iraining materials and co-editing the
centre's manthly newsletbers.

Adarsh Seu] Prakalps eoerdinater Fompy Ghosh, 3rd from laft. with sta®l members |glal, Babu, Kali, Eamaia and Loumen

Carswell describes Pompy as an
enthusiastic young woman from the
local area who initially volungeensd an
the project, and has worked thene as
an employee for the past two years.

“She's a college graduate whao
apieaks five languages, but she'd only
been able ta find par-time work wior-

ing the children of upper-class families
in the mearby wwn. The reasond - her
caste amd gender, her family®s inalbility
o come up with a cash “gift™ than is
commonly offered 1o potentkal employ-
ers, andl the area’s growing unemploy
ment, duse in part o the migration of
desperabe Workers orossing info Assam

from nearby Bangladesh.”

Carswell sxvs that in her e-mails,
Pampy speaks for all the siaif at
Adarsh Seu) Prakalpa when she writes
that they ve been given something
they never imagined would e possibibe
= an opporiunily [0 work in an envi-
ronipent whene everyane s welcoimed

andl respected regandbess of their casie
or class, where they e imasted,
where they receive a Txir wage and
appreciation for their efforts, and
where Uhey Tee] sale

.__a_ﬂ_.:,.,.__..__.n i peartmership with mem-
bers of the Dighal Rotary Club in
Assam, Ferile Groumd's volunieers
have radsed the funds requined to
constroct, furnish and makitain a
arall resource centre and classroom,
_.E_m_.._ e sakarses of full-time and [Tl
time workers, installed new fencing
10 Keep oul marauding goats and
cows, wrned compost piles and
planted seeds, and helped design amd
bk a small retail shop for arganic
vegetables, vermicompost and local
cnls.

Support for the project has come
from a number of Individual and cors
porale donors here in the Camox
Valley, as well az from coniributibons
musile by Ihe Strathcons Sunrise anas
Cumbertand Centenndal Rodary Cheba
World Community Development
Education Society and Edible Island
Whole Foods,

“Pompy told me several monthe
after we first meet that she knew | sl
come o Assam 10 teach people abosl
growing vegetables organically, bl
that she thought | was also thene [oF
a very different reason.

“This year, listening 10 the neigh-
bourhood kids playving happlhy out-
side our offlce, waiching our ganden-
ers confldently explain to a group al
teachers how they make compaost,
and seeing the excilemsent in the eyes
of a group village elders as they
opened the gate to the ganden - 1
kmew she was right.”

Anvone imberested in braming mare
aboul Ferlile Ground's work in
Assam, oF 1__“._-_._.__.5. ol a3 a walunieer
or board member, 15 encouraged o
vislt www.iernile-ground.org ar call
Carswell 1 250 317-8348.



